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newspapers Soviets Today, Moscow News and The Worker were on sale outside the
hall and attached a leaflet on ‘Spanish Week’ that was distributed inside #

Official surveillance was supplemented by the voluntary efforts of right-wing
vigilantes like the Sane Democracy League. In March 1939 it reported that NTL and
the League for Peace and Democracy (successor to the Council Against War and
Fascism) had staged two short plays at the New Theatre premises in La Trobe Street—
Bring Me My Bow, a satire on rearmament, and Rehearsal, ‘largely an excuse for an
anti-British tirade’. The sane democrat reported further that

blasphemy and vulgarisms, as well as highly immoral references, were
freely used by those taking part. Derogatory and calumnious references
were gibingly made to Britain and Chamberlain at every opportunity. At
the conclusion of the performance the clenched-fist salute of the
Communist party was given by all present.®?

A major in MI at Victoria Barracks to whom these details were confided was
sufficiently shocked to send them on to the Attorney-General over the signature of
the Chief of the General Staff, J.D. Lavarack.® Itis unlikely that the new Attorney-
General (none other than WM. Hughes) even saw the report, but his department
must have asked Jones to explain what it was about, for a memo to the secretary
reminded him that the NTL was part of the Communist Party of Australia, the object
of which was to ‘assist in Communist propaganda by the production of revolutionary
plays and to provide cheap ... amusement for the workers’. Jones warned that
‘propaganda of this nature is more lasting upon the minds of the public and far
easier absorbed than the written word’. He ran through the history of the controversy
surrounding Till the Day I Die and mentioned the consul’s protest, but his main
concern was the use New Theatre made of the stage for left-wing propaganda. With
a war looming, the government should be aware that dramatic productions made -
more effective propaganda than the printed word and be prepared to act
accordingly.*

Back in Sydney the consul continued to be bothered by the expression of
derogatory sentiment towards the new Germany, and from 1935 to 1939 he delivered
at least four other protests against plays and films which showed the Nazi regime
inabad light. On none of these did the Commonwealth take any action,” but oneis
of particular interest because it occurred just before the furore over Till the Day I Die
and because it shows Barnwell at work. On 10 February 1936 Asmis complained to
the Department of External Affairs about a feature in a US newsreel, The March of
Time, then screening at the Liberty Theatre. The offending segment showed

several scenes of pretended persecution of Jews in Germany [in which] ...
storm troops force the entrance of Jewish shops and officers ill-treating
Jewish merchants and employees, entering private homes and dragging
elderly Jewish women out of them.

Asmis objected that these scenes distorted the truth, that they dealt with a question
‘exclusively a matter of the internal policy of my country’ and that they were
obviously faked ina modern film studio. He was concerned that such images would
“interfere with the friendly relations existing between the British Empire and the
German Reich’, and he sought Pearce’s assistance in eliminating the offending




