


















101 Labour History . Number 80 . May 2001

newspape$ swiets Today, Moscoto Nea;s and rhe worker were on sale outside the
hall and attached a leaflet on 'spanish week' that was distributed inside.ar

official surveillance was supplemented by the voruntary efforts of right-wing
vigilantes like the sane Democracy League. In March 1939 it reported that NTL and
the League for Peace and Democracy (successor to the council Against war and
Fascism) had staged two short plays at the New Theatre premises in u rrorc sheet-
Bring Me My Boto, a satire on rearmament, and, Reheaial, 'largely an excuse for an
anti-British tirade'. The sane democrat reported further that

blasphemy and vulgarismg as well as higtrly immoral references, were
freely uled by those taking part. Derogatiryand calumnious references
were gibingly made to Britain and chamberlain at every opportunity. At
the conclusion of the performance the crenched-fist iatute of ttre
Communist parbr was given by all present.a2

A major in MI at Victoria Barracks to whom these details were confided was
syffilenlr shocked to send them on to the Attorney4eneral over the signature of
the Chief of the General staff, j.D. Lavarack-s It is unlikely that the new Attorney-
General (none other than W.M. Hughes) even saw the report, but his department
must have asked |ones to explain what it was about, for a memo to the secretary
reminded him that the NTL was part of the communist party of Australia, the object
of which was to 'assist incommunist propaganda by the production of revolutionary
plays and to provide cheap ... amusement for the workers,. Jones wamed that
'propaganda of this nature is more lasting upon the minds of the public and far
easier absorbed than the written word'. He ran thrcugh the history of the controveny
surrounding TiIl the Day I Die and mentioned the consul,s protest . but his main
concem was the use New Theatre made of the stage for left-wing propaganda. with
a war loorning, the government should be awale that dramatic iroao.uo* -ua.more effective propaganda than the printed word and be prepared to act
accordingly.4

Back in sydney the consul continued to be bothered by the expression of
derogatory sentiment towards the new Germany, and from rggj to rggg he delivered
at least four other plotests against plays and films which showed the Nazi regime
in a bad light- on none of these did the commonwealth take any action as but one is
of particular interest because it occurred just before the furore over Till the Day I Die
and because it shows Barnwell at work. on 10 February 1936 Asmis complained to
the Department of Extemal Affairs about a feature in a us newsreel, The March of
Time, then screening at the Liberfy Theatre. The offending segment showed

several scenesof pretended persecution of Jews in Germany lin which] ...

:tT1 troops force the entrance of Jewish shops and officers ill-treating
Iewish merchants and emplo-yees, entering private homes and dr"gg-I
elderly Jewish women out of them.

Asmis objected that these scenes distorted the truth, that they dealt with a question
'exclusively a matter of the internal poliry of my country' and that they were
obviously faked in a modem film studio. He was concerned that such images would
'interfere with the friendly relatioru existing between the British Empire and the
German Reich', and he sought pearce's assistance in eliminating ttre offending


